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TAYSIDE AND CENTRAL SCOTLAND TRANSPORT PARTNERSHIP 
 
Minute of Meeting of the Tayside and Central Scotland Transport Partnership held in 
Council Chambers, 2 High Street, Perth on Tuesday 16th June 2026 at 10.30am.  
 
Present: Councillors Brenda Durno and Ronnie Proctor (Angus Council); 

Councillors George McIrvine and Siobhan Tolland (Dundee City 
Council); Depute Provost Andrew Parrott and Councillors Hugh 
Anderson and Richard Watters (Perth & Kinross Council); Councillor 
Jim Thomson (Stirling Council); Bryan Doyle and Duncan Henderson 
(Members). 

 
In Attendance: M Speed (Director); J Padmore, J Cooper, M Smith, K Ewan and A 

Roger (Tactran); M Robertson (Angus Council); J Mullen (Dundee 
City Council); S Hendry (Secretary), J Salisbury, H. Nicol, N 
Sworowski and N Moran (Perth & Kinross Council); D Hopper and E 
Williamson (Stirling Council). 

 
Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Alasdair Tollemache (Stirling 
Council), Amy McDonald and Lynne Hamilton (Members). 
 

Depute Provost Andrew Parrott, Chair, Presiding 
 

1. DECLARATIONS OF INEREST 
 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 

2. MINUTE OF MEETING OF 17 MARCH 2026 
 
The minutes of meeting of the Tayside and Central Scotland Transport 
Partnership of 17 March 2026 were submitted and approved as a correct 
record.  
 

3. OUTSTANDING BUSINESS STATEMENT  
 
There was submitted an Outstanding Business Statement by the Director 
(RTP/26/16) setting out the status of outstanding decisions of Partnership. 
 
Resolved: 
(i) To note the Outstanding Business Statement and to receive updates at 

future meetings. 
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4. DRAFT UNAUDITED ANNUAL ACCOUNTS FOR 2025/26 
 

There was submitted a report by the Treasurer and Director (RTP/26/17) 
presenting the Draft Unaudited Annual Accounts for 2025/26.   
 
Resolved: 
(i) To approve the contents of the Draft Unaudited Annual Accounts for 

2025/26; and 
(ii) To authorise the Treasurer to sign the Annual Accounts for submission 

to the Controller of Audit by 30 June 2026. 
 

5. RAIL PRESENTATIONS   
 
A presentation was given by Robert McBride, Transport Scotland and Riccardo 
Demurtas, Network Rail on Improvement Programmes, focussing on the 
Aberdeen to Central Belt investment programme. 
 
Councillor Durno asked if Inverkeilor Bridge could be considered as part of the 
project as there’s been 25 accidents in 10 years.  R McBride advised he would 
speak to colleagues and consider a response.  M Robertson would be happy 
to have further discussion regarding this and advised there is a plan for further 
warning signage to be placed around the bridge which should help mitigate 
some of the issues around the bridge. 
 
The Chair welcomed the addition of the Glasgow hourly service but asked is 
there any plans to revitalise some of the smaller stations and introduce 
additional stopping services between Dundee – Arbroath?  R McBride advised 
that ScotRail regularly reviews its services to ensure they meet passenger 
demand and considers whether changes to service levels are required. 
 
The Chair asked about the introduction of the electric fleet and overhead wiring 
at the new Dundee stabling.  R Demurtas confirmed that Dundee was identified 
as the best location for fleet charging to support electrification of the fleet 
through Fife, but that the overhead wiring will only be in the vicinity of the station 
and the stabling facility. 
 
Councillor Tolland asked what the battery capacity was for the new electric 
fleet, R Demurtas advised the procurement process was still ongoing so he 
couldn’t confirm that information as yet. 
 
A presentation was given by Stuart Jones on LUMO: Stirling to London service. 
 
The Chair was pleased that LUMO was available in the journey planners.   
 
Councillor Durno asked if there were plans for a direct train from Stirling to 
London with no stops?  S Jones confirmed journey time is key, but it is unlikely 
LUMO will be able to do a non-stop service due to network capacity constraints 
as the fast train would catch up with other stopping trains but gave assurance 
work will continue with Network Rail regarding journey times. 
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Councillor Watters asked if the service could be extended to cover Perth and 
further north.  S Jones confirmed considering extending but need to consider 
journey times going back and forth between start and end of the journey.  Once 
past Dunblane, the battery capacity is also a consideration, as the trains would 
be off the electric network, but interested in the future Dundee stabling/charging 
facility highlighted in the previous presentation, so noted there is potential in the 
future.   
 
The Chair thanked all for their helpful and informative presentations. 

 
6. PUBLIC SERVICES REFORM ACT ANNUAL STATEMENTS 2025/26 

 
There was submitted a joint report by the Director and Treasurer (RTP/26/18) 
seeking the Partnership’s approval of Annual Statements which require to be 
published under the Public Services Reform (Scotland) Act 2010. 
 
B.Doyle questioned para 2.18 in Appendix C. The Director clarified this was a 
typographical error and the report would be corrected. 
 
Resolved: 
(i) To approve publication of the Public Services Reform Act Annual 

Statements for 2025/26 as detailed in the Appendices to the report. 
 
7. 2025/26 BUDGET AND MONITORING 

 
There was submitted a joint report by the Director and Treasurer (RTP/26/19) 
providing a monitoring update on the Partnership’s Revenue and Capital 
expenditure and seeking the Partnership’s approval of the 2026/27 RTS 
Revenue Programme. 
 
J Salisbury advised recommendation (i) was related to the March 2026 report 
and should be removed. 
 
Resolved: 
(i) To note the award of Scottish Government Grant in Aid of up to £496,613 

in 2026/27; 
(ii) To approve the virement £15,000 to Development of RTS and Delivery 

Plan and £16,000 to Improve Health & Wellbeing budget lines from the 
provisional Help Deliver Inclusive and Sustainable Growth budget line; 

(iii) To approve a 2026/27 RTS Revenue Programme budget as detailed in 
paragraphs 3.4 – 3.31 of the report; and 

(iv) To note the additional 2026/27 Revenue and Capital Income as detailed 
in paragraphs 3.32-3.38 of the report and detailed in Appendix C.  

 
8. PEOPLE AND PLACE PROGRAMME 2026/27 
 

There was submitted a report by the Projects and Programme Manager 
(RTP/26/20) providing an update the Partnership on the delivery and status of 
the Tactran People and Place project for 2026/27. 
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B Doyle asked about paragraph 3.3 and the mention of temporary reduction in 
funding, J Cooper confirmed there is hope the reduction is temporary but as yet 
that can’t be confirmed. 
 
The Chair said it was regrettable that the budget was reduced at such short 
notice, but he is pleased that only 5 projects were dropped. 
 
Resolved: 
(i) To note the revised structure of the Tactran People and Place 

programme for 2026/27, as previously approved by the Executive 
Committee; and 

(ii) To note the allocation of funds to project delivery partners, as approved 
by the Executive Committee as set out in Appendix A. 

 
9. ACCESSING EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING 

 
There was submitted a report by the Projects and Programme Manager 
(RTP/26/21) providing an update on activities related to access to employment 
and training, including Transport to Employment (T2E), Anti-Poverty Task 
Force (APTF), and associated Mobility as a Service (MaaS) programmes and 
project activities.  
 
Councillor Durno asked how long will the programme require to last in order to 
see the benefits e.g. if after 2 – 3 weeks people are not using it but there is 
considerable costs being spent, will that continue to be spent on something that 
isn’t being used?  J Cooper advised his concern is more that when then funding 
ends after 1 year that there is no further funding; but if a service is being under-
utilised, funds will be re-directed to better utilised schemes. 
 
The Chair asked in regard to monitoring and evaluation, have Transport 
Scotland requested any in year submission of interim results, if not, can success 
stories be fed back in so the success of the programme is continued.  J Copper 
advised Transport Scotland are developing a monitoring and evaluation 
programme and early identification of successes and benefits is very important.  
Tactran has previously developed Social Return on Investment process and will 
continue to report back the results of that going forward.  
 
Councillor Anderson asked if the new Transport Minister, Mr Flynn, had made 
any amendments to current transport projects?  The Director advised as yet not 
been made aware of any changes but hoping to meet with him at a future RTP 
Chairs. 
 
The Chair advised the resource allocation is geared towards getting people into 
work and is part of the anti-poverty agenda.  
 
Resolved: 
(i) To note the development of the Tactran T2E Transport to Employment 

programme, as approved by the Executive Committee (RTP/26/14 
refers); 
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(ii) To note the activities of the Perth and Kinross Councill Anti-Poverty 
Task Force, including the contribution of Tactran officers and the 
partnership director, to the task force transport action plan; 

(iii) To note the coordinated activities of the MaaS project in relation to 
access to employment and training; and 

(iv) To note the research findings and benefits in relation to coordinated 
access and appointment / shift timings. 

 
10. DIRECTORS REPORT 
 

There was submitted a report by the Director (RTP/26/22) providing updates on 
RTP Chairs meetings; Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park Mobility 
Route Map: 2026 to 2045; a Mearns Accessibility Study; car km reduction; 
Scottish Government’s Climate Change Plan; published analysis of previous 
Scottish Government’s draft Agglomerations Noise Action Plan and 
Environment Strategy consultations; and notes the proposed response to 
Stirling Local Development Plan: Spatial Strategy Options Consultation. 
 
The Chair welcomed the offer of a workshop on the Car km Reduction Plan.  
Councillor Proctor also welcome the workshop as rural areas will be challenged 
in this area of work. 
 
Resolved: 
(i) To note the discussions held at the RTP Chairs meetings; 
(ii) To endorse a workshop to allow discussion of RTS outputs and 

outcomes monitoring prior to the September Partnership meeting; 
(iii) To note updates on Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park 

Mobility Route Map: 2026 to 2045; a Mearns Accessibility Study; and car 
km reduction; 

(iv) To endorse a workshop to update Members of the car km work 
undertaken by officers if Transport Scotland announce any public 
consultation on the subject;  

(v) To note publication of the Scottish Government’s Climate Change Plan; 
(vi) To note the response to Stirling Council’s Local Development Plan: 

Spatial Strategy consultation; and 
(vii) To notes the consultation analysis provided on the Scottish 

Government’s draft Agglomerations Noise Action Plan and Environment 
Strategy. 

 
11. MEMBERS ISSUES AND AOCB 
 

Councillor Proctor is interested in what projects the new Cabinet Minister for 
Transport will move forward with and asked that speed restrictions on the A94 
in Angus should be considered., being kept simple and consistent across a 
wider area. 
 

12. DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS 
 

15th September 2026 – in Person 
15th December 2026 – via MS Teams 


