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TAYSIDE AND CENTRAL SCOTLAND TRANSPORT PARTNERSHIP 

 
15 SEPTEMBER 2026 

 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Purpose & Summary 
This report provides a summary of the recent Regional Transport Partnerships 
Chairs meetings; provides updates on the Bus Infrastructure Fund 2026/27; the 
accessibility study covering the Mearns area led by NESTRANS; on car km 
reduction investigations; a consultation by Scotrail; and asks the Partnership to note 
a response to the Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park Authority Local 
Development Plan process.  

 
1 RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
1.1 That the Partnership: 
 

(i) Notes the discussions held at the RTP Chairs meetings; 
 

(ii) Notes the updates relating to the Bus Infrastructure Fund 2026/27; 
Nestrans-led Mearns Accessibility Study, car km reduction, including a 
presentation at the Transport Practitioners Meeting 2026; and the 
Highlands Rail Meeting; and 

 
(iii) Note the response to Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park 

Local Development Plan Site Assessment Consultation. 
 

2 DISCUSSION 
 

RTP Chairs Meetings 
 
2.1 The RTP Chairs meet on a quarterly basis, with Depute Provost Parrott 

representing Tactran.  The minutes of the 11 March 2026 meeting are available 
in the Members area of the Tactran website. 
 

2.2 The RTP Chairs held a meeting on 3 Jun 2026, when the following agenda 
items were discussed: 
 

▪ People and Place Programme 2026/27: RTP co-ordinated impact 
response to Transport Scotland 

▪ Transport to Employment Initiative 
▪ RTP Funding Discussion – report by Transport Scotland 
▪ Powering Futures Initiative 
▪ Regionalisation 
▪ 2026 Scottish Parliamentary Elections 
▪ Joint RTP Update/Communication to MSPs 

• Invitation to Cabinet Secretary for Transport to attend future RTP 
meeting 
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2.3 The minutes of the June meeting will be published in the members area of the 

Tactran website when approval is received from the secretariat and the RTP 
Chairs at the September meeting.   
 

2.4 RTP Chairs next meeting will be held on 2 September 2026, the following 
agenda items are expected to be discussed.  A verbal update will be provided 
to the Partnership Meeting. 

 
▪ Inter-island Connectivity - ZetTrans 
▪ Regionalisation / RTP Position Paper 
▪ Scottish Parliament Transport Committee Evidence Session 
▪ Better Buses Legislation Roundtable 

 
2.5 The minutes of the September meeting will be published in the members area 

of the Tactran webpage when approval is received from the secretariat and 
RTPs. 
 
Strategy and Policy Updates 

  
Bus Infrastructure Fund 
 

2.6 The Bus Infrastructure Fund (BIF) provides targeted investment into the design 
and construction of highway and service infrastructure to support bus 
operations.  BIF is a successor to the Bus Partnership Fund. 
 

2.7 BIF funding is applied across two tiers, Tier 1 is available directly to local 
authorities, and can be allocated to multiple financial years.  Tier 2 funding is 
available via voluntary partnerships, such as the Tayside Bus Alliance, and 
must be used within a single financial year.  

 
2.8 BIF Tier 2 funding has been confirmed for 2026/27, but due to award letters 

being delayed, negotiations are ongoing as to the amount of work that can be 
completed in the remainder of 2026/27.  
 

2.9 The Tayside Bus Alliance has requested a total of c.£3.1m for expenditure on 
bus infrastructure projects, with specific negotiations being undertaken before 
final award letters being issued. 
 
Mearns Accessibility Study 
 

2.10 Members will be aware that Tactran and Angus Council officers are working 
with NESTRANS and Aberdeenshire Council officers on an accessibility study 
covering the North Angus / South Aberdeenshire Mearns area lying between 
Montrose and Stonehaven (Report RTP/26/22 refers). 

 
2.11 The study looks at the issues people have in the area for getting to jobs, 

education and services, and potential options to help address these issues.  It 
is expected that the work will continue to support Angus Council’s investigations 
into Demand Responsive Transport. 

https://tactran.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/2026-06-16-Item-10-Directors-Report.pdf
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2.12 Public consultation has taken place over the summer in the form of an online 
survey.  We have also engaged with one of the Members of the Scottish Youth 
Parliament for the Mearns Constituency.  
 

2.13 The study is expected to be reported to the Partnership meeting in December. 
 

Car km reduction 
 

2.14 Members will be aware of the Scottish Government’s Climate Change target to 
reduce car km.  The last update was given to the Partnership meeting of 16 
September 2025 (Report RTP/25/30 refers). 

 
2.15 At that meeting the Partnership endorsed the scheduling of a workshop to 

update Members of the car km work, if Transport Scotland announce any public 
consultation on the subject.  No public consultation has been announced, so 
officers will delay any such workshop to refresh Members on the complete 
investigations until such a time as a workshop is announced.  Officers will 
continue to provide updates to the Partnership on work as it progresses. 
 

2.16 Alongside consultants Jacobs, the Transport Strategy Officer gave a 
presentation to the annual Transport Practitioners Meeting (TPM) in 
Manchester in July.  TPM is the annual conference organised by the Chartered 
Institute of Logistics and Transport and brings together practitioners, 
policymakers, and academics to present numerous topical papers over the 
course of two days.  The presentation gave an overview of the findings from our 
latest investigations, which focused on the equality and economic impact of 
various demand management measures. 

 
2.17 The presentation was well received with specific interest received from staff at 

University College London, keen to cite the research as a good example of the 
different effects of transport policy making on different groups within the general 
population. 
 
‘Serving the Highlands’ Rail Meeting 

 
2.18 Tactran were invited to a stakeholder roundtable in Inverness where ScotRail 

were keen to get a real understanding of what does, and doesn’t, work for 
stakeholders who frequently use rail services in the Highlands.  

 
2.19 Whilst officers could not make the event in person, input was sent prior to the 

meeting, and we met with ScotRail officers following the meeting to ensure our 
input was accurately captured.  Our response is contained in Appendix A and 
focuses on the needs of residents and visitors to stations along the Highland 
Main Line north of Perth (including Dunkeld and Birnam, Pitlochry and Blair 
Atholl Railway Stations), and the West Highland Line (of which Crianlarich, 
Upper Tyndrum, Tyndrum Lower and Rannoch Railway Stations sit within the 
Tactran area).  

 

https://tactran.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/2025-09-16-Item-9-Climate-Action-Reducing-Car-Km.pdf
https://transportconference.co.uk/2026tpm/
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2.20 ScotRail intend to use the feedback from the session as they continue to look 
at how they can improve their offering and encourage even more people to 
travel with ScotRail. 

 
Consultations 

 
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park Local Development and Land 
Use Plan: Site Assessment Consultation 

 
2.21 Members will be aware that Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park 

Authority (LLTNPA) are preparing their next Local Development & Land Use 
Plan (LDLUP).  Tactran have supported the Authority in earlier stages of the 
LDLUP process, contributing to the Sustainable Transport Topic Paper 
(RTP/25/49 refers). 

 
2.22 LLTNPA have recently consulted with Key Agencies on the Site Assessment.  

This initial Site Assessment is intended to provide partners with the opportunity 
to comment on the sites identified during the call for sites and in Local Place 
Plans, highlighting the likes of infrastructure implications, delivery risks, 
potential mitigation and opportunities for alignment with investment plans and 
strategies.  

 
2.23 Tactran’s response to the Site Assessment consultation is contained in 

Appendix B. 
 
3 CONSULTATIONS 
 
3.1 The report has been prepared in consultation with the Local Authority transport 

officers. 
 
4 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
4.1 This report has no direct or additional financial or other resource implications.  
 
5 EQUALITIES IMPLICATIONS  
 
5.1 This report has been screened for any policy implications in respect of Equality 

Impact Assessment and no major issues have been identified. 
 
 
Mark Speed 
Director  
 
For further information email markspeed@tactran.gov.uk or tel. 07919 698611 
 
 
 
  

https://tactran.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2025-12-16-Item-12-Directors-Report.pdf
mailto:markspeed@tactran.gov.uk
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NOTE 
 
The following background papers, as defined by Section 50D of the Local Government 
(Scotland) Act 1973 (and not containing confidential or exempt information) were relied 
on to a material extent in preparing the above Report: 
 
Report to Partnership RTP/25/30 Climate Action: Reducing Car KM, 16 September 
2025 
 
Report to Partnership RTP/25/49 Director’s Report, 16 December 2026  
 
Report to Partnership RTP/26/22 Director’s Report, 16 June 2026 
  

https://tactran.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/2025-09-16-Item-9-Climate-Action-Reducing-Car-Km.pdf
https://tactran.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2025-12-16-Item-12-Directors-Report.pdf
https://tactran.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/2026-06-16-Item-10-Directors-Report.pdf
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Appendix A 
 

Tactran input to ‘Serving the Highlands’ Rail Roundtable 
 
 

The overarching point we'd make is the need to ensure services, facilities, staffing etc 
evolve to meet the needs of the leisure market. Leisure travellers will likely not have 
the same level of familiarity with routes and services compared to everyday 
commuters but we understand now comprise the largest market share. 
  
Leisure travellers needs include: 

• Enhanced wayfinding / assistance / space for (and time to move) luggage 
• Co-ordinated promotion of journey planning tools 

o Nb do ScotRail have a problem with visitors buying tickets via sources 
other than ScotRail / National Rail Enquiries which then can’t be 
scanned? 

• A good level of facilities at interchanges 
  
Residents (of Highlands communities) needs include: 

• Maximising day in main centres (Glasgow / Inverness / Fort William / Oban / 
Perth / Aviemore / Wick / Thurso) 

o through early departures to these centres, and late departures from 
these centres 

• Commuters require limited stop fast services at peak times 
  
The above improvements will support both markets, as well as: 

• Improving confidence - which can assist in making rail more attractive 
o For all: knowing what to do when train is late / cancelled, inc waiting 

facilities (at station or nearby) 
o Tourists: knowing connections / direction of travel / assistance etc 
o A well-kept station can aid sense of security - support for station 

adopters etc 
▪ What can be done to help communities use vacant premises? 

  
However, we shouldn’t aim to support one market and hope/assume it addresses the 
issues of the other. 
  
Finally, in terms of integration with other local public transport modes: 

• There is no consistent framework for discussing opportunities for integrating 
services in each area (are there existing forums (e.g. bus alliances), or even an 
annual meet between bus / council / rail in each region?) 

o Interchange: are there sufficient parking at all stations 
o Clear signage to bus replacement pick/up drop off locations 

  
We hope the above is helpful input into the discussion and are happy to pick up with 
you or others at a later date. We'd be grateful to receive a write up of the meeting 
discussion and next steps.”  
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Appendix B 
 

Tactran Response to LLTNPA Site Assessment Consultation 
 
Tactran welcome the opportunity to input into the Site Assessment for the developing 
LLTNPA Local Development and Land Use Plan.  
 
The Regional Transport Strategy (RTS) contains a number of actions which are 
relevant to the development planning process: 
 

• Action 1 - Planning authorities will reduce the car dependency of new 
developments 

o Development plans promoting land use patterns that reduce the need 
to travel, and enable travel by sustainable modes 

o The development management process ensuring new development is 
realistically accessible by a range of modes 

• Action 2 - Public sector agencies, will be encouraged to make available, and 
locate new, services within communities 

• Action 11 - Tactran and the Councils will work with Transport Scotland and 
industry to identify opportunities to improve rest and welfare facilities for 
hauliers 

• Action 15 - Tactran, the Councils and the National Park Authorities will 
improve walking, wheeling and cycling opportunities 

• Action 18 - Tactran and the Councils will investigate and support community 
and shared transport services where commercial fixed route services are not 
financially sustainable 

• Action 20 - Tactran and the Councils will work with industry, the port 
authorities and the rail industry to identify and promote opportunities to reduce 
road freight 

• Action 21 - Tactran and the Councils will work with respective partners to 
provide and improve public transport interchanges 

• Action 23 - Tactran and the Councils will work with Transport Scotland to 
address pinch points on strategic roads to address issues of road safety, 
freight and bus/coach journey times / journey time reliability 

Our attached response [copied below] provides high level comment on prominent 
sites within the Tactran region. We have not provided a RAG rating, noting further 
conversations will be necessary between yourselves and Stirling Council, Transport 
Scotland and Network Rail to work through the issues and opportunities which 
pertain to each site. 
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Site 
Name/Location 

Proposal Key Agency/LA Site Assessment 
Comments 

Claish Farm 
(Callander MU2 
and LT2), 
Callander 

Change of Allocated 
Use to Large Scale 
Residential approx. 
400 units) + Mixed 
Use  

Noting this appears to be an 
extension/potential densification of a 
site allocation in the existing LDP, the 
impact on existing known constraints 
should be re-examined, and using most 
recent traffic/modelled data. Known 
constraints include the pedestrian 
bridge, road bridge on A81 Bridge 
Street and the impact of traffic on 
A81/A84 junction, which should also be 
discussed with Stirling Council and 
Transport Scotland. 

Bruce 
Field/Buchanan 
Estate, Drymen 

Residential with 
associated woodland 
restoration, nature 
restoration, flood 
management, 
recreation  

Ability to access services is of prime 
importance, the assessment should 
consider ability to access everyday 
services by sustainable means. 

Station Road, St 
Fillans (18 units) 

Residential (re-
allocation of existing 
allocation ldp1-45) 
with scope for 
tourism development  

Ability to access services is of prime 
importance, the assessment should 
consider ability to access everyday 
services by sustainable means. Ability 
to access existing path network should 
be enhanced. 

Drymen East of 
A811 

Park and Ride facility, 
visitor information 
hub and West 
Highland Way 
accommodation 

Tactran are members of Loch Lomond 
and The Trossachs National Park 
Mobility Partnership and support the 
desire and need to manage traffic within 
the park. In line with Action 21 (Tactran 
and the Councils will work with 
respective partners to provide and 
improve public transport interchanges), 
the principle of a park and ride facility 
(or park and choose, incorporating 
walking/cycling) in the Drymen area is 
supported. Facilities are most likely to 
be effective when strategically situated 
on main arteries into the park, where 
traffic can be easily intercepted (and car 
drivers are not inconvenienced by 
having to drive off their chosen route). 
In terms of this particular site allocation, 
engagement with Stirling Council and 
Transport Scotland to appropriately 
assess the impact (both positive and 
negative) this site would have on the 
Local Road Network, as well as 
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Site 
Name/Location 

Proposal Key Agency/LA Site Assessment 
Comments 

assessing the suitability of any 
proposed site accesses.  

Ruin and Land 
at Buchanan 
Castle/Drymen 

Residential (30-40 
units), enabling 
development to 
facilitate restoration 
of Buchanan Castle 

Ability to access services is of prime 
importance, the assessment should 
consider ability to access everyday 
services by sustainable means. 
 

Land at 
Buchanan 
Castle Golf 
Course/Drymen 

Tourism allocation - 
Medium Scale Lodge 
development to 
support the long term 
viability of the golf 
course with 
associated nature 
restoration and flood 
management 

Quarry Site at 
Buchanan 
Castle Estate 

Housing (proportion 
affordable provision) 

Land at 
Millarochy Bay, 
Loch Lomond 

Car park for cars, 
campervans, mobile 
homes and pontoon 
for water transport 
services 

Need to closely engage with Stirling 
Council and Transport Scotland to 
appropriately assess the impact (both 
positive and negative) this site would 
have on the Local Road Network, as 
well as assessing the suitability of any 
proposed site accesses.  

Millarochy 
alternative site 

Car park for cars, 
campervans, mobile 
homes and pontoon 
for water transport 
services 

Drymen North Residential (150 
units) with associated 
public realm and 
open space 

The impact of traffic on the B837/A811 
junction should be discussed with 
Stirling Council and Transport Scotland 

Braeval, 
Aberfoyle 

Affordable 
Residential (25 units)  

Ability to access services is of prime 
importance, the assessment should 
consider ability to access everyday 
services by sustainable means. 

Manse Road, 
Aberfoyle 

Affordable 
Residential (30 units)  

Crianlarich ED1 
(landowner) 
including Land 
Opposite 
Crianlarich ED1 
(landowner) 

Retention as 
economic 
development site with 
extension of current 
allocated site 
boundary to include 
land opposite 

Summary implies this is to be allocated 
for rail freight transfer. In line with RTS 
Action 20, we suggest Network Rail 
should be consulted both in terms of rail 
freight opportunities, capacity on the rail 
network. Transport Scotland should be 
consulted regarding the impact on 
junction with A82. Crianlarich ED1 

including Land 
Opposite 
Crianlarich ED1  

Retention as 
economic 
development site with 
extension of current 
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Site 
Name/Location 

Proposal Key Agency/LA Site Assessment 
Comments 

allocated site 
boundary to include 
land opposite 

Crianlarich 
Housing 

Residential 
 

Transport Scotland and Stirling Council 
should be consulted with regard to site 
access. Good pedestrian links into the 
centre of Crianlarich will be of prime 
importance in ensuring local living and 
designing out reliance on the private 
vehicle. 

Balghour Layby Commercial 
development (farm 
shop/rest area, 
commercial units 

As noted, Transport Scotland should be 
consulted re impact on junction with 
A82 and lay by parking capacity/rest 
areas in the local area. Action 11 of the 
RTS supports the principle of improved 
rest/welfare for hauliers - "Tactran and 
the Councils will work with Transport 
Scotland and industry to identify 
opportunities to improve rest and 
welfare facilities for hauliers." 

Land East of the 
Ridings, Brig 
O’Turk 

Residential Query what the proposal consists of but 
support introduction of mobility hubs in 
principle, in line with Regional Transport 
Strategy Action 21. 

Balmaha Sustainable 
Transport Hub 

Query what the proposal consists of but 
support introduction of mobility hubs 
(which we would assume this proposal 
is a version of) in principle, in line with 
Regional Transport Strategy Action 21. 

Land North of 
Lubnaig Drive, 
Callander 
 

35-40 homes 
(affordable) 
 

The impact on existing known 
constraints, including the pedestrian 
bridge, road bridge on A81 Bridge 
Street and the impact of traffic on 
A81/A84 junction, which should also be 
discussed with Stirling Council and 
Transport Scotland. 

Beside 
Mansefield, 
Tyndrum 

10–16 affordable 
homes 
 

Ability to access services is of prime 
importance, the assessment should 
consider ability to access everyday 
services by sustainable means. 

Opposite the 
Green Welly, 
Tyndrum 

Housing 
 

Ability to access services is of prime 
importance, the assessment should 
consider ability to access everyday 
services by sustainable means. 

Adjacent to A82, 
Crianlarich 

Affordable Housing Transport Scotland and Stirling Council 
should be consulted with regard to site 
access. Good pedestrian links into the 
centre of Crianlarich will be of prime 

Adjacent to A82, 
Crianlarich 

Affordable Housing 



11 
 

Site 
Name/Location 

Proposal Key Agency/LA Site Assessment 
Comments 

importance in ensuring local living and 
designing out reliance on the private 
vehicle. 

 


