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Foreword
The Tayside and Central Scotland Transport Partnership (TACTRAN) was established on 1 December 2005
as one of seven statutory Regional Transport Partnerships across Scotland. TACTRAN includes the
local authority areas of Angus, Dundee City, Perth & Kinross and Stirling which together make up just
under 10% of Scotland’s land mass and nearly 12% of the nation’s population. More information on the
Partnership can be found at our website www.tactran.gov.uk.
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In accordance with the Transport (Scotland) Act 2005, our Regional Transport Strategy sets out a vision
for improving the region’s transport infrastructure, services and other facilities, over the 15 years to 2023.
The Strategy has been prepared in partnership with our four constituent Councils and with input from a
wide range of key stakeholders.
Although TACTRAN is a relatively new Partnership we have a heritage of existing good practice in the
provision of transport services and infrastructure, upon which this Strategy seeks to build. Our priorities
include securing improvements to our key strategic road and rail networks; enhancing public transport
through partnership working with transport providers; encouraging a shift towards more sustainable
forms of transport, in particular walking and cycling; working with road haulage, rail freight and port
operators to develop more efficient and sustainable movement of goods; and improving integration
within transport and between transport and other policy areas including land use and health.
Improving quality of life and opportunity in our cities, towns and deepest rural areas, with particular
emphasis on improving access to employment, health, education, and our key leisure and tourism areas,
lies at the heart of this Strategy. Over the next 15 years we will face many challenges in ensuring that
our transport system supports a vibrant economy whilst at the same time protecting our environment.
We believe this Strategy offers an integrated and balanced approach to meeting these challenges
and addressing the future transport needs of our region and citizens by managing and developing our
transport system for the benefit of today’s users and future generations.

Councillor Fraser Macpherson
Chair
Tactran
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The Tactran Region
TACTRAN lies at the heart of Scotland, connected to and connecting other parts of the Country and
beyond by a number of strategically important road and rail transport corridors. With the three thriving
and increasingly prosperous cities of Dundee, Perth and Stirling, and a range of smaller towns, villages
and rural areas, our transport links are the vital lines of communication for the movement of people and
goods the region’s economy and social well-being depends on.
We benefit from being close to Scotland’s Central Belt and our levels of traffic congestion are generally
less severe and less prolonged. However, we do suffer relative peripherality as a result of poorer transport
links with the Central Belt and the remainder of the UK.
We have been able to improve internal transport through significant investment in our public transport
systems, bringing the benefits of acknowledged best practice in accessible buses and passenger
information systems to many of our residents. However, further improvements are needed to our
internal and external transport connections if we are to maintain and improve our economic, social and
environmental wellbeing.
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RTS Vision and Objectives
Our Vision is to deliver:
“a transport system, shaped by engagement with its citizens, which helps deliver
prosperity and connects communities across the region and beyond, which is socially
inclusive and environmentally sustainable and which promotes the health and wellbeing of all.”
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Our Objectives have been developed from a detailed assessment of regional problems, trends and
issues, as identified through analysis and consultation with key stakeholders. They also reflect the
guiding principles outlined in the Transport (Scotland) Act RTS Guidance, Scotland’s National Transport
Strategy, and the Strategic Objectives and National Outcomes outlined in the Scottish Government’s
National Performance Framework. They have been developed under six broad themes:
Economy: To ensure transport helps to deliver regional prosperity by:
l

Ensuring that transport infrastructure and services in the region help deliver economic growth,
particularly in key business and employment sectors

l

Improving the efficiency, reliability and integration of the movement of goods and people

l

Addressing issues of peripherality associated with the TACTRAN area.

Accessibility, Equity and Social Inclusion: To improve accessibility for all, particularly
for those suffering from social exclusion by:
l

Improving access to employment

l

Improving access to public services, including health and education

l

Improving access to retail, recreation and leisure facilities

l

Reducing severance and social and economic isolation caused by transport, or by a lack of it

l

Improving the accessibility and inclusivity of the transport system.

Environment: To ensure that the transport system contributes to safeguarding the
environment and promotes opportunities for improvement by:
l

Contributing to the achievement of Scottish national targets and obligations on greenhouse gas
emissions

l

Promoting a transport system that respects both the natural and the built environment

l

Promoting a shift towards more sustainable modes.
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RTS Vision and Objectives continued
Health and Well-Being: To promote the health and well-being of communities by:
l

Helping to meet or better all statutory air quality requirements in the region

l

Promoting a culture of active and healthy travel.

Safety & Security:

To improve
����������������������������������������������������������
the real and perceived safety and security of the

transport network by:
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l

Improving transport-related safety

l

Improving real or perceived levels of personal security on the transport network.

Integration: To ���������������������������������������������������������������������
improve integration, both within transport and between transport and
other policy areas by:
l

Improving integration of all transport modes

l

Ensuring integration with land-use planning

l

Ensuring a fit with other relevant national, regional and local strategies and policies.
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Trends and Issues
In developing the Strategy we identified and examined the main regional transport trends and issues.
Key among these are:

Traffic Growth and Congestion
Traffic on the road network has been increasing by around 1.6% per annum over the last 10 years. 10%
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of drivers in the region currently report being delayed by congestion.

Commuting Patterns
The growth in jobs in Dundee coupled with decline in the city’s working‑age population has increased
the amount of in‑commuting from neighbouring authorities. Stirling and Perth’s good accessibility to
employment in the Central Belt has increased their popularity as residential locations, with consequent
increases in ‘out commuting’.
The car share of commuting trips increased from 63% to 70% between 1991 and 2001, while the bus
share of these trips went down from 16% to 10%.

Car Availability
Approximately 31% of TACTRAN households do not have access to a car. The proportion of
non‑car‑availability rises to over 48% for lone parent family households and to 69% for single pensioner
households. Car ownership in the region is rising potentially increasing the move to a ‘car-based culture’
which would increase accessibility problems for those without access to a car. The ageing population
will tend to increase the numbers unable or unwilling to use a car.

Freight
There are no rail freight terminals in the region. This, combined with the limited freight capability of the
rail network, results in the majority of freight within and through the region being transported by road.
Our ports are not well connected by road or rail. Increasing
���������������������������������������������������������
delays and reliability problems are affecting
strategic transport links (i.e. Trunk Roads and other key freight links, including links to ports).
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Trends and Issues continued
Land Use and Development Pressures
Projections suggest an increase in the total population within the region between 2006 and 2031.
Employment levels are also forecast to increase, leading to increased demand for commuter travel.

Access to Health Care
Around 4% of households in the region have no car available and live more than one hour by public
transport from their nearest main hospital. The proportions with unacceptable journey times to hospital by
public transport will increase with proposed further centralisation and/or relocation of health services.
The ageing population will increase the need for improved non-car-based access to health care.

Access to Employment
In general terms, rural areas have lower access to employment by public transport than urban areas.
In many cases employed adults in rural areas will have access to a private car, but, for those on low
incomes, either the cost of owning and running this car represents a significant proportion of their
disposable income or a car cannot be afforded.

Cost of Travel
In the last 25 years the real cost of motoring has fallen by 10% while average bus and rail fares have
risen by 40%.

Public Transport Fares
Public transport fares are significantly higher than the direct costs of using a car. These create a barrier
for some people with low-incomes.

Climate Change
Transport makes a significant and growing contribution to Scotland’s global environmental impact,
accounting for 27% of Scotland’s greenhouse gas emissions.

Local Air Quality Issues
Road traffic emissions are a key source of air pollutants impacting on air quality in the region. Dundee
and Perth have declared Air Quality Management Areas and Stirling has areas of the city that are giving
concern over air quality. In each case traffic is the main contributor to the local air quality problem.

Sustainability
The least ‘sustainable’ way of travelling is as the driver in an otherwise-empty car. 61%
���������������������
of journeys made
by TACTRAN drivers are made unaccompanied.
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Trends and Issues continued
Active Travel Modes
Obesity and lack of exercise are major contributors to poor health in Scotland and these accumulating
health‑related problems are increasing rapidly over time. Walking currently accounts for 19% of all trips
in the region, while cycling is only around 1%.
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Outdoor Activities, Recreation and Greenspace
Many of our best outdoor opportunities, recreational and leisure facilities are not easily accessed by
those without access to a car.

Safety and Security
Recent trends in casualty reduction are encouraging. However,
������������������������������������������������
a significant and concerning number of
fatal and serious accidents occur on roads in the region including the A9, the A84/A85, the A90, the
A92, the A811, the A977 and others. ������������������
Vulnerable groups ��– pedestrians,
���������������������������������������������
children, and cyclists remain a
particular concern, as do young motorists (17‑24 year-olds) and motorcyclists.

Integration
Integration between transport and land-use reduces the need to travel and the distance travelled. Many
�����
of the issues that occur with the availability and use of transport, particularly public transport, arise as
a result of a fragmented approach to its organisation and supply.����������������������������������������
Facilities for interchange between all
modes at main rail stations, Park & Ride sites and other transport hubs/local interchanges are in need
of further improvement.
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The Strategy
Our Strategy has three key strategic themes:
l

delivering economic prosperity

l

connecting communities and being socially inclusive

l

environmental sustainability and promoting health and well-being

The main policies and proposals are outlined below under each of these strategic themes. Key to
implementing these will be partnership working with Councils, the Scottish Government, Transport
Scotland, National Parks, bus and rail operators, Network Rail, other transport providers, Health Boards
and the tourism sector.

Delivering Economic Prosperity
The Trunk Road network and other Principal roads, along with the rail system, bus network, transport
interchanges, ports and airports, form the strategic transport network that is vital to the region’s economy,
providing access for business, employment and tourism. We will seek to maintain and enhance regional
economic prosperity by:
l

securing improvements to and improving road safety on the Regional Trunk Road network as
priorities within the Strategic Transport Projects Review, in particular removing delays and 		
bottlenecks which hinder the efficient movement of people and goods and undermine the 		
economic performance of the region

l

enhancing the role of buses in providing access to employment, tourism and enhancing the
region’s economy. This will include the development of a Regional Bus Strategy that will provide a
policy and delivery framework for specific interventions and promotion of Quality Bus Partnerships

l

securing improvements to the rail network within the Strategic Transport Projects Review, to 		
enable increased provision and opportunities for the movement of passengers and freight by
rail. Improvements are likely to include faster hourly services between Aberdeen/Inverness and
Edinburgh/Glasgow as well as an additional hourly service between Arbroath, Dundee, Perth,
Stirling and Glasgow

l

ensuring that the role of ports and airports in supporting the economy of the region is supported by
appropriate transport infrastructure including improved road and rail connections. We will work with
relevant airport authorities to promote flights from Dundee and improved facilities at Dundee Airport

l

managing growing demands on our road system in a more sustainable way, including reducing
the need to travel, increased emphasis on demand management techniques and managing how
road space is allocated between transport modes to ensure that the most efficient use is made of
the resources we have available

l

establishing a Strategic Regional Parking Policy that will address areas where parking demand
currently or in the future will exceed supply. This will also consider parking standards for the
provision of parking in new developments
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The Strategy continued
l

establishing a Regional Freight Quality Partnership that will help to deliver cost effective packages
of freight-related interventions. Early supportive work will include investigations into possible
improved road links and rail freight facilities at the ports of Montrose, Dundee and Perth

l

improving access and encouraging more sustainable options for tourism travel, including 		
improvements in public transport integration, interchange and information and developing cycling
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and walking options.

Connecting Communities and Being Socially Inclusive
The ability to access key services and facilities within a reasonable time and at reasonable cost is
an essential aspect of an inclusive society. Appropriate public transport options should be available
for those who do not have access to a car or who cannot make use of conventional scheduled bus
services. We will improve community connectivity and accessibility by:
l

ensuring that the local road network provides the links between individual communities, which
enable people to access goods and services, whether by private or public transport

l

developing a public transport network that is accessible to all and enables people to access the
region’s main centres of employment, retail and education

l

ensuring that health and transport provision are considered and planned in a coordinated manner

l

improving the quality and integration of our public transport services across the region, including
development of improved/new multi-modal interchanges at key locations including Dundee, Perth
and Stirling, integrated ticketing and improved travel information

l

developing a Regional Park and Ride Strategy which will outline a programme for Park and Ride/
Park and Choose networks serving the region’s main towns and enhancement to railway station
car parks

l

developing a Regional Travel Information Strategy that will identify the detailed measures and
policies to improve access to travel information

l

maximising the role and contribution of Community and Demand Responsive Transport in 		
improving general accessibility and social inclusion

l

developing a Walking and Cycling Strategy to ensure that the two modes form part of an integrated
transport system.
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The Strategy continued
Environmental Sustainability and Promoting Health and Well-being
Addressing the causes and effects of climate change is an increasing challenge facing all sectors.
Transport safety and active travel also have an important role to play in improving the health and wellbeing of TACTRAN’s population. We will promote environmental sustainability and improved health and
well‑being by:
l

ensuring that improvements in the movement of passengers and goods are sustainable, including
maximising the use of public transport and rail and water-borne freight

l

ensuring that development proposals include Travel Plans that maximise the potential for walking,
cycling, public transport and other sustainable travel choices, including through continued use of
planning agreements

l

liaising closely with the appropriate Planning Authorities to ensure that the RTS is fully integrated
within land use planning processes across the region

l

taking a lead in the promotion and development of active Travel Plans at major centres of 		
employment, hospitals and other main health establishments, in partnership with Councils, Health
Boards and the private sector

l

promoting a range of SMART measures, including Travel Plans, travel awareness campaigns, high
quality travel information, region-wide car-sharing schemes, cycling and walking infrastructure and
initiatives, development of tele-working etc.

l

ensuring that, where network infrastructure improvements are undertaken, measures adopt high
standards of mitigation to minimise impacts on landscape and communities

l

promoting and enhancing transport safety, reducing road casualties and removing barriers caused
by real and perceived safety issues. This will include developing a Regional Road Safety Plan.
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Consultation
Extensive consultation was undertaken with a wide range of key stakeholders, including constituent
Councils, Community Planning Partnerships, Health Boards, Community Councils, neighbouring RTPs,
passenger and freight transport providers, and user and other interest groups during the preparation of
this RTS.
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Delivery and Monitoring
Proposals for the Delivery and Monitoring of the Strategy are being developed in a separate RTS Delivery
Plan. Progress on delivery of the Finalised RTS will be reported on annually and the Strategy will be the
subject of substantive review, in consultation with stakeholders, every four years.

Full RTS/Contact us
Copies of the full RTS document can be downloaded from our website – www.tactran.gov.uk.
You can contact us at:- Tactran, Bordeaux House, 31 Kinnoull Street, Perth, PH1 5EN
Email – info@tactran.gov.uk
Telephone 01738 475775
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